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International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of ths_L
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The United Nations observes the International
Day for the Prevention of Exploitation of the
Environment in War and Armed Conflict each
year on November 6 to raise awareness and
encourage global efforts to protect the
environment in times of conflict. This day sheds
light on the often-overlooked environmental
impacts of armed conflict and underscores the
importance of environmental protection as part

of peacebuilding efforts.
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United Nations Environment Programme(UN Environment)

Abbreviation

Formation
Type

Legal status
Headquarters

Executive Director

Parent organization

UN Environment
UNEP

5 June 1972; 52 years ago
Programme

Active

Nairobi, Kenya

Inger Andersen (since 2019)
Denmark

United Nations



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inger_Andersen_(environmentalist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations

United Nations

Flag
Emblem

Members of the United Nations

Headquarters

760 United Nations Plaza, Manhattan, New York City
(international zone)

Official languages Arabic

«Chinese

*English

*French

*Russian

*Spanish
Official script *Arabic

«Cyrillic

eLatin

*Simplified Chinese
Type Intergovernmental organization
Membership 193 member states

2 observer states
Leaders

« Secretary-General

Anténio Guterres

« Deputy Secretary-General

Amina J. Mohammed

« General Assembly President

Philemon Yang

« Economic and Social Council President

Bob Rae

Establishment

* UN Charter signed

26 June 1945 (79 years ago)

« Charter entered into force

24 October 1945 (79 years ago)
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5 June is World Environment Day

The theme for 2024, "Our Land, Our Future. We
are #GenerationRestoration," emphasizes the
importance of restoring land, combating
desertification, and enhancing resilience to

drought.
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SC UPHOLDS U.P. BOARD

OF MADARSA EDU ACT,
NULLIFIES HC ORDER

WRONG
CALL

The court
said the HC
had ended
up throwing
the baby
out with the
bathwater
by striking
down the
entire law
on the
ground that
conferment
of higher
edu degrees
were not
constitutional

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY @ New Delhi

IN a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday upheld the constitutional validity of the
Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act
2004, and set aside the Allahabad High Court’s order
declaring the Act unconstitutional. “We have upheld
the constitutional validity, except for a small extent.
The HC erred in holding that the statute is bound to
be struck down if it violates secularism,” a three-
judge bench led by the Chief Justice of IndiaD Y
Chandrachud said.

The court, however, held that the Madarsa Act, to
the extent it regulates higher education, including
the degrees of Fazil and Kamil (bachelor and post-
graduate level degrees given by madrasas), is in con-
flict with the UGC Act and hence unconstitutional.

The court said a statute could be declared ultra
vires only on two grounds — being beyond the leg-
islative competence or violating fundamental rights
or any other Constitutional provision.

As for regulations relating to the quality of the
education, the state is empowered to enforce them.
The Act does not directly interfere with the day-to-
day administration, the bench pointed out.
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UP Madrasa Education Board Act, 2004
A bench headed by Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud struck a balance between the

interests of the state in promoting quality

education and the protection of minority rights.

Such regulation should aim to support rather
than abolish the madrassa system, it said. It
held that the Act of 2004 as a regulatory law
should be construed in accordance with the
provisions of Article 21A which provides

constitutional right to education.
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A bench comprising Justice JB Pardiwala and
Justice Manoj Mishra said the Act was valid to
maintain government supervision over madrassas
while protecting the rights of religious minorities to
run their own educational institutions under Article
30 of the Constitution . It held that the 2004 Act
violated the principles of secularism and that the
Act could not be declared invalid as it violated the

basic structure of the Constitution.
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Kemi Badenoch: A Historic Rise as Conservativéwm
Party Leader and UK Opposition Chief
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Kemi Badenoch, 44, made history on November
2 as the first Black woman to lead the UK’s
Conservative Party, succeeding Rishi Sunak,
Britain's first British Indian party leader.
Following Sunak’s resignation after the
Conservatives' electoral defeat in July, Badenoch
won the leadership race, defeating former
minister Robert Jenrick by securing 53,806 votes
out of a turnout of 72.8% among Conservative
Party members.

Born Olukemi Olufunto Adegoke to Nigerian
parents, Badenoch was raised in Lagos before

moving to the UK at 16.
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United Kingdom:

Capital: London

Government: Unitary[d] parliamentary
constitutional monarchy

Monarch: Charles IlI

Prime Minister: Keir Starmer
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Federal Republic of Nigeria:

Capital: Abuja

Government: Federal presidential republic
President: Bola Tinubu

Vice President; Kashim Shettima
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCES




India hosts maiden Asian Buddhist Summit L
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India is hosting the first-ever Asian Buddhist
Summit (ABS) in New Delhi, under the theme, “Role
of Buddha Dhamma in Strengthening Asia.”

The two-day event, which commenced on Tuesday
(Nov 05), is organized by the Ministry of Culture
and the International Buddhist Confederation (IBC).
According to Indian media, the summit celebrates
the deep-rooted Buddhist heritage in India and
underscores its role in promoting peace and unity
across Asia.

The summit aims to explore how Buddha's
teachings can address modern challenges and
contribute to the spiritual growth of the region.

The event is also a reflection of India’s Act East
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Key Highlights of the Summit

Objective: To explore the influence of Buddha
Dhamma in fostering peace and spiritual
development across Asia.

Participants: Sangha leaders, scholars, and
practitioners have come together to discuss the
relevance of Buddhist teachings in contemporary
society.

India’s Role: The summit aligns with India’s Act East
Policy, emphasizing cultural and spiritual ties within
the Asian region.

India’s Buddhist Heritage and Global Influence
India, as the birthplace of Buddhism, continues to

be a significant hub for Buddhist traditions.
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India Submits Formal Bid for 2036 Olympics b
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India has officially submitted a Letter of Intent
to the International Olympic Committee (I0C)
for the 2036 Olympic and Paralympic Games,
marking a significant step in realizing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of hosting the
prestigious event. The bid was submitted by the
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) on October 1,
2023, as part of the ongoing effort to elevate
India’s global sporting profile. This would be the
first time India hosts the Olympics, fulfilling a

dream long cherished by its citizens.
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Indian Olympic Association

Country/Region
Code

Created
Recognized

Continental
Association

Headquarters

President

India

IND

1927; 97 years ago
1927

OCA

New Delhi, India

P. T. Usha
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| International Olympic Committee

Comité international olympique (Erench)

I0C headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland

Abbreviation 10C (English), CIO (French)

Formation 23 June 1894; 130 years ago

Founders Pierre de Coubertin
Demetrios Vikelas

Type Sports federation (association organised under the
laws of the Swiss Confederation)

Headquarters Olympic House,
Lausanne, Switzerland

Membership 111 active members, 38 honorary members, 206
individual National Olympic Committees

Official language French (reference language), English, and the host
country's language when necessary

President Thomas Bach

Vice Presidents Nicole Hoevertsz

Juan Antonio Samaranch Salisachs
Nawal El Moutawakel
Gerardo Werthein

Director General Christophe De Kepper
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Indian professional boxer Mandeep Jangra
claimed the World Boxing Federation’s super
featherweight world title after defeating Britain's
Conor Mclntosh in an intense match in the
Cayman lIslands. The 31-year-old, who trains
under former Olympic silver medallist Roy Jones
Jr, dominated most rounds and secured a
significant victory, marking only one defeat in
his professional career so far.

He defeated British boxer Conor MclIntosh in

the Cayman Islands.
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World Estd. in — 1988
Boxing

Federation
Headquarters — Luxembourg

President — Howard Goldberg
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Rail connectivity to Amravati, capital of Andhra Pradesh
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1. A new single line of 57 km will be laid from
Errupalem , Amaravati to Nambur.

2. The Union Cabinet approved the Amaravati Rail
Project with an estimated cost of Rs 2,245 crore. It
aims to complete it in four years.

3. As part of this project, a 3.2 km bridge will be
constructed on the Krishna river. A bridge will be
constructed between Damulur and
Vaikunthapuram.

4. Land acquisition process for Amaravati railway
line project has started. South Central Railway has
decided to take up land acquisition in Khammam
in Telangana, NTR and Guntur districts in AP. The
new line will start at Errupalem in Khammam

district and will run to Nambur station in Guntur
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5. Farmers of some villages in NTR and Guntur
districts are favoring land pooling instead of land
collection. They offered to give the necessary land
for the railway line. Land prices are expected to
increase through this project .

6. The railway authorities have decided to collect
about 60 acres of land in Errupalem and
Kesireddypalle villages of Errupalem mandal of
Khammam district. A notification was issued to the
Special Deputy Collector of Land Acquisition asking
the farmers to submit their objections within 30

days.
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7. About 80 percent of the land required for this
project is available with the Capital Region
Development Authority (CRDA). The government
has already expressed its willingness to give land to
the railways after finalizing the alignment. Officials
say that only a small amount of land is required in
NTR district and that too will be acquired through
the Land Acquisition Act.

8. While the Center expects to complete this
project in four years, Chief Minister Chandrababu

asked the Center to complete it in three years.
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9. The proposed railway line will have nine
stations between Errupalem - Nambur Junction.
The central government has decided to develop
a multi-modal cargo station at Paritala in NTR
district . While the railway line between
Vijayawada-Hyderabad was red-hot, the last
station of the new line is between Nambur and
Vijayawada-Guntur.

10. The State Government has asked the
Ministry of Railways to develop the Amaravati
Railway Station as the largest railway station in
the country and as a model. The state

government is ready to give around 1,500 acres
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The city of Vijayawada will be the venue for
the first seaplane services in the country.
Canada's De Havilland Twin Utter Classic 300
aircraft has arrived in India. A trial run will be
conducted in Vijayawada, Mysore,
Lakshadweep and Shillong. Chandrababu will

travel by plane from Vijayawada to Srisailam.
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Canada's de Havilland Aircraft Company.

Chief Minister Chandrababu Babu and Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu will formally inaugurate
the Sea Aircraft from Ahmedabad to Vijayawada.
The first trial service will be conducted up to
Srisailam. DHC 6 Twin Utter Classic 300 services will

be formally launched in the country.
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BR Naidu sworn in as TTD Chairman, takes over as
54th Chairman
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Bollineni Rajagopal Naidu (72) has been
appointed as the new Chairman of Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanam Board. BR Naidu is
well known to both the Telugu states as the

chairman of TV5.
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