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Every year, on the first Sunday of May,
people across the globe come together to
celebrate World Laughter Day, spreading joy
and positivity through laughter. This year, on
May 5th, 2024, the world again joins in this
celebration, acknowledging the profound

significance of laughter in our lives.
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The theme for the 2024 International Day for
Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine
Action, observed on April 4, is centered on
survivors of explosive hazards with
disabilities and those living with disabilities
in conflict. This poignant focus underscores
the critical need for support and inclusion
for individuals impacted by landmines and
explosive remnants of war, emphasizing their
resilience and the imperative of addressing

their unique challenges.
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Assam's Purnima Devi Barman Receives 'GreenL

Oscar' Whitley Gold Award 2024
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Dr. Purnima Devi Barman, a wildlife biologist
from Assam, has been recognized with the
prestigious Whitley Gold Award for her
exemplary conservation efforts aimed at
protecting the endangered Greater Adjutant
Stork and its wetland habitat. This accolade,
often referred to as the 'Green Oscar’, highlights
her remarkable contributions to wildlife
conservation and underscores the importance of

grassroots efforts in safeguarding biodiversity.
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UNESCO Guillermo Cano Prize 2024 Awarded 1L
Palestine Journalists in Gaza
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In a gesture of solidarity and recognition,
Palestinian journalists covering the crisis in Gaza
have been named laureates of the 2024
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom
Prize. The announcement comes from the
recommendation of an International Jury of
media professionals, emphasizing the courage
and commitment of these journalists amidst

challenging circumstances.
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Shashi Bhushan Singh Appointed Secretary of bl;?

National Jute Board
2B0DH DTS 99 SoUxtie e B84HRRES HOH
DoiRBo

"

www.brain buzzacademy.m m www.brain buzzacademy_net



Shashi Bhushan Singh, a 2010-batch Indian
Railway Traffic Service (IRTS) officer, has
been appointed as the Secretary (at the
Director level) of the National Jute Board in
Kolkata under the Ministry of Textiles. The
appointment, approved by the Central
Government, is effective for a five-year term
or until further orders.

Singh's appointment is for a period of five
years or until further orders, whichever

comes earlier.

38 afraeh 2B, 2010-argw BOGODS T ¢rds k
(IRTS) 9570, B5)B) 008S; 38 eB0Ss

brainbuzz
academy

S5 8 HPD J0S aglh PG SR (@TEE
o0 SF) DANLSIOATPD. S0F YEHS;0 SITFDODD
&8 DOIPNS0 0BY SPerd8 Sue BEDO GBBARO HBLK
900 GoEnoD).

206 DAPLNE0 0BY SPerd8 Bu SN GBI I

DB, DB BNV HET®.




What are the Key Facts About Jute?
Conditions Required for Cultivation:
Temperature: Between 25-35°C
Rainfall: Around 150-250 cm

Soil Type: Well drained alluvial soll.
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Production:

India is the largest producer of jute followed by
Bangladesh and China.

However, in terms of acreage and trade, Bangladesh
takes the lead accounting for three-fourths of the
global jute exports in comparison to India’'s 7%.

Jute crop cultivation is concentrated in three States,
namely, West Bengal, Assam and Bihar accounting for
99% of the production.

It is mainly concentrated in eastern India because of
the rich alluvial soil of the Ganga-Brahmaputra delta.
Uses:

It is known as the golden fibre. It is used in making
gunny bags, mats, ropes, yarn, carpets and other

artefacts.
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Sanjaya Kumar Mishra to head GST Appellate lbn z
Tribunal
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Retired Justice Sanjaya Kumar Mishra has been
appointed as the President of the Goods &
Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT) by the
Centre. The move aims to streamline the
resolution of disputes concerning businesses
efficiently. The appointment, made by the
Appointment Committee of the Cabinet based
on the recommendation of the Search-cum-
Selection Committee, comes with a salary of

%2.50 lakh per month for a tenure of four years.
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Goods and Services Tax Appellate Tribunal:

It represents a specialised authority formed to resolve
GST-related disputes at the appellate level.

It is established under the Central Goods and Services
Tax Act, 2017 (CGST Act) to hear various appeals under
the said Act and the respective State/UT GST Acts.

It will have one Principal Bench located at Delhi and 31
State benches located at various locations across
States.

Composition:

It consists of the President (Head), a Judicial Member,
and 2Technical Members (one from the state and
another from the Centre).

Further, there may be state benches consisting of two

Judicial Members, a Technical Member (Centre) and a
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Eligibility:

The president must be a Supreme Court judge or have
served the High Court as the Chief Justice.

The Judicial member must be a High Court Judge or
has served as an Additional District Judge or a District
Judge for a period of 10 years.

The Technical Member (Centre) must be an Indian
Revenue Service member belonging to Group A or
must be a member of All India Service with three years
of experience in administering GST in the Central
Government.

Also, the Technical Member from the Centre should

have completed twenty-five years in Group A services.
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The Technical Member (state) must be a state
government officer or All India Service officer with the
rank above Additional Commissioner of Value Added
Tax; also, the rank should be above the First Appellate
Authority.

The Technical Member from the state must have
completed twenty-five years in Group A Services or
equivalent and three years administering GST or
finance and taxation in the State Government.

Age limit and Tenure: The president and judicial and
technical members of GSTAT shall hold office for four
years, or until he attains the age of 70 years and 67
years.

It is equivalent to a Civil Court for trying a case. It can

pass orders, hear cases, impose penalties, and revoke
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Japan men's soccer wins U-23 Asian Cup L
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The Japanese men's under-23 football team
etched their name in history by clinching the
AFC U-23 Asian Cup for the second time,
defeating Uzbekistan in a nail-biting final at
the Jassim bin Hamad Stadium in Doha,
Qatar. The solitary goal scored by substitute
Yamada in injury time secured Japan’s
victory and qualification for the 2024 Paris
Olympics.
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The 6th edition of the AFC U-23 Asian Cup
was held in Qatar from April 15 to May 3,
2024, with 16 teams from across Asia vying
for the coveted title. The tournament served
as a crucial qualification event for the
upcoming Paris Olympics, with the top three

teams earning automatic spots.
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Japan emerged as the champions, clinching
the gold medal, while Uzbekistan secured
the silver medal. The bronze medal went to
Irag, who defeated Indonesia in the semi-
finals.

Uzbekistan’s captain, Jaloliddinov, received
the Fair Play Award, while their goalkeeper,
Nematov, was named the Best Goalkeeper of
the Tournament. Iraqgi striker Ali Jasim
claimed the Top Goalscorer honor with four
goals, and Japanese team captain Fujita was
crowned the Most Valuable Player of the

Tournament.
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Summer
«— Tokyo 2020 Los Angeles 2028 —
Winter
+— Beijing 2022 Milano-Cortina 2026 —

2024 Summer Paralympics
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International Olympic Committee (I0C):

Formation: 23 June 1894

Founders: Pierre de Coubertin, Demetrios, Vikelas
Type: Sports federation (Association organised under
the laws of the Swiss Confederation)

Headquarters: Olympic House, Lausanne, Switzerland
Membership: 107 active members, 41 honorary
members, 206 individual National Olympic Committees
Official language: French (reference language), English,
and the host country's language when necessary
President: Thomas Bach

Vice Presidents: Ng Ser Miang, John Coates, Nicole
Hoevertsz, Juan Antonio Samaranch, Salisachs

Director General: Christophe De Kepper
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