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International Day for Mine Awareness and U
Assistance in Mine Action 2024: May 4th
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The International Day of Mine Awareness
and Assistance in Mine Action, observed
annually on April 4th, serves as a poignant
reminder of the ongoing threats posed by
landmines and explosive remnants of war
(ERW) worldwide. This day not only
underscores the urgent need for collective
action to address these threats but also
celebrates the progress made in mine action

efforts globally.
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This year's theme — Protecting Lives,
Building Peace — reminds us of the need to
safeqguard those at particular risk, including
people living with disabilities.

| also call on Member States to support the
United Nations Mine Action Strategy, and
ratify and fully implement the Anti-Personnel
Mine Ban Convention, the Convention on
Cluster Munitions, and the Convention on

Certain Conventional Weapons.
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Solomon Islands picks China-friendly Manele as nLv
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In a significant political development, the 2.8 S0AED TradaD ©29H) RSP, oS Hyeo S
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.o . . . academy
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nation is likely to maintain close ties with China.




Solomon Islands:

Capital: Honiara

Government: Unitary parliamentary
constitutional monarchy

Monarch: Charles Il
Governor-General: Sir David Vunagi

Prime Minister; Jeremiah Manele
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NPCI, Bank of Namibia ink an agreement to develep
UPI-like system -
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In a groundbreaking move, NPCI
International Payments Limited (NIPL) has
joined hands with the Bank of Namibia
(BoN) to introduce a real-time payment
system akin to India’s Unified Payment
Interface (UPI) in Namibia. This partnership
marks NPCl's first collaboration with a
central bank for deploying the UPI stack in
an international market, aiming to

revolutionize digital payments in Namibia.
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Unified Payments Interface (UPI):

It is an advanced version of Immediate Payment Service (IMPS)-
round-the-clock funds transfer service to make cashless
payments faster, easier and smoother.

UPI is a system that powers multiple bank accounts into a single
mobile application (of any participating bank), merging several
banking features, seamless fund routing & merchant payments
into one hood.

UPI is currently the biggest among the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) operated systems including National
Automated Clearing House (NACH), Immediate Payment Service
(IMPS), Aadhaar enabled Payment System (AePS), Bharat Bill
Payment System (BBPS), RuPay etc.

The top UPI apps today include PhonePe, Paytm, Google Pay,

Amazon Pay and BHIM, the latter being the Government offering.

As part of an agreement, India's UPI will be linked to Singapore's
PayNow.
NPCI launched UPI with 21 member banks in 2016.
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National Payments Corporation of India:

NPCI, an umbrella organisation for operating
retail payments and settlement systems in India,
is an initiative of Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
and Indian Banks’' Association (IBA) under the
provisions of the Payment and Settlement
Systems Act, 2007.

It is a “Not for Profit” Company under the
provisions of Section 25 of Companies Act 1956
(now Section 8 of Companies Act 2013), with an
intention to provide infrastructure to the entire
Banking system in India for physical as well as

electronic payment and settlement systems.
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Devon Thomas banned for five years under Ant%lbﬂ
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The International Cricket Council (ICC) has
taken strong action against West Indies
player Devon Thomas by imposing a five-
year period of ineligibility from all cricket
after he admitted to breaching multiple anti-
corruption codes.

Thomas accepted breaching seven counts of
the anti-corruption codes of Sri Lanka
Cricket (SLC), the Emirates Cricket Board
(ECB), and the Caribbean Premier League
(CPL). These breaches included:
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Contriving or attempting to fix matches in
the Lanka Premier League 2021

Failing to disclose approaches or invitations
to engage in corrupt conduct during the
Lanka Premier League 2021, Abu Dhabi T10
2021, and CPL 2021

Obstructing or delaying the investigation
into corrupt conduct

Failing to disclose the receipt of gifts or
benefits that could bring the game into

disrepute

008 HEoE DE 20218 Hrshe aPpS BONEO h

28y BONEROE HODBY0SE0 brainbuzz
academy

©08 Hons HE 2021, eanwees TI0 2021 HHoasn CPL

2021 00008 DD HHBHL H0OHOND DHPTTeD

S eI PGB0 FONEOS DHOFOD

WDVB PHBIP DT W&EIHBO B o0

A0

OG0B BEVD B 2TVINSIOD ST HATPBTO SOEQ

DPESO BONBEON DHORDGE0




International Cricket Council (ICC):

Formation: 15 June 1909

Type: Federation of national
associations

Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab
Emirates (2005—present)

Chairman: Greg Barclay
Deputy Chairman: Imran Khwaja
CEO: Geoff Allardice

General Manager: Wasim Khan
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India to host BWF World Junior Badminton blf

Championships 2026 in Guwahati
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The Badminton World Federation (BWF) has
announced that India will host the
prestigious 2025 BWF World Junior
Championships at the National Centre of
Excellence in Guwahati. This marks a
significant milestone as India will be hosting
this premier badminton event for the first

time since 2008, when it was held in Pune.
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Denmark to Host 2026 BWF Thomas and Uber Cup
Finals:

In another significant development, the 2026
edition of the BWF Thomas and Uber Cup Finals
will be held in Horsens, Denmark. These prestigious
team championships, featuring the world'’s best
men’s and women's badminton teams, will be
hosted by Denmark for the second time, following
the successful 2021 edition held in Aarhus.

The hosting rights for both events were confirmed
at the recent BWF Council meeting on April 28,
2024, highlighting the BWF's commitment to
bringing top-level badminton competitions to

various parts of the world.
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Badminton World Federation (BWF):
Formation: 1934

Type: Sports federation

Headquarters: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Membership: 194 member associations

President: Poul-Erik Hayer Larsen
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