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World Tuna Day 2024: May 2nd
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World Tuna Day, observed annually on May
2nd, is dedicated to raising awareness about
the critical importance of tuna conservation.
Tuna is popular for its numerous health
benefits, as it provides Omega-3 fatty acids,
protein, and vital vitamins. But, tuna
populations face significant threats due to
overfishing and unsustainable fishing

practices.
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World Press freedom Day is being observed
on 3rd of May. The day holds the
significance of press freedom and its
independence. The theme for this year is "A
Press for the Planet: Journalism in the Face
of the Environmental Crisis”. On this
occassion, United Nations General Secretary,
Antonio Guterres said Journalists have a key
role in informing and educating the public
about the world’'s major environmental and
climate emergency. He said it is through
their work that people can have a greater

understanding of how they can bring change
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The day was first established by the United
Nations General Assembly in 1993 on the
recommendations of the UNESCO General
Conference. The day is observed to mark the
anniversary of the Windhoek Declaration, a
statement of free press principles put

together.

B8, 206G 5008 1APEYS DL 199368 |
808T°e35080B B308S ©08Y &8 DIPSH)T°R) @@%ﬁ
TPy BROD. DOGIME GSTNS 78,5880 By
&8 Do) 3RYB0LRD), BB DBS® Vi) DGO

0D,




World Press Freedom Index: India’s improved L
ranking and the Palestine puzzle
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India ranked 159, two spots higher than last
year, in the 2024 edition of the Press Freedom
Index, published annually by Reporters Without
Borders. It's behind Turkey, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, which are ranked at positions 158, 152,
and 150, respectively.

Notably, Palestine has dropped just one rank
from 156 to 157, despite a months-long Israeli
offensive that has ostensibly left the highest
number of journalists dead in any conflict in
this decade. While Palestinian authorities
estimate the death toll to be at least 140, the

Committee to Protect Journalists pegs it at
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The RSF's ranking is based on five indicators:

political context, legal framework, economic
context, sociocultural context and safety of
journalists.

This year, China ranked 172, Vietnam was at
175, and North Korea at 175. Among other
Asian countries, Bangladesh was ranked at
165, Hong Kong was at 135, Cambodia at
151 and Philippines at 134, "which continues
to be one of the region’s most dangerous

countries for media professionals”.
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INDEX 2024
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China to Launch Chang’e-6 Lunar Probe Ca:ryu&
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China is set to launch the Chang'e-6 lunar
probe on a round trip to the Moon, marking
a significant advancement in their space
exploration. The mission aims to gather soll
and rock samples from the far side of the
Moon, providing crucial insights into its early

evolution and the inner solar system.
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Key Features of Chang'e-6 Mission:
Exploring the Far Side: This will be the first-
ever attempt to retrieve lunar samples from
the far side of the Moon, a region hidden
from Earth’s view.

Relay Satellite Communication: Due to the
lack of direct communication with Earth, a
relay satellite orbiting the Moon will facilitate
communication during the mission’s 53-day
duration.

Historic Ascent from Far Side: The return
journey to Earth will involve the first-ever

ascent from the Moon'’s far side.
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In Short:

It aims to gather soil and rock samples from
the far side of the Moon

The region has remained permanently
hidden from Earth's view

This will be the first-ever attempt to retrieve

lunar samples from the far side
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Microsoft Unveils Phi-3-Mini
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SLMs are Al systems trained on existing data
to solve language-related tasks such as text
classification, question answering, text
generation, etc.

Phi-3-Mini reportedly outperforms models of
similar size and even larger ones in key areas

like language, reasoning, coding, and math.
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Phi-3-mini is the first model in its class to
support a context window of up to 128K
tokens, with little impact on quality.

The amount of conversation that an Al can
read and write at any given time is called
the context window, and is measured in
something called tokens.

Microsoft collaborates with Imperial Tobacco
Company (ITC) utilising Phi-3- Mini for their
ongoing partnership in developing Krishi
Mitra, a farmer-focused app benefiting over

a million farmers.
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India to Host 46th Antarctic Treaty ConsultativL
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India reaffirms its commitment to
safeguarding Antarctica’s delicate ecosystem
and advancing scientific exploration in the
region. The Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES), Government of India, in
collaboration with the National Centre for
Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR), is set to
host the 46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting (ATCM 46) and the 26th Meeting of
the Committee for Environmental Protection
(CEP 26) from May 20 to 30, 2024, in Kochi,

Kerala.
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Dakshin Gangotri:

Dakshin Gangotri was the first Indian
scientific research base station established in
Antarctica, as a part of the Indian Antarctic
Program.

However, it was submerged in ice in 1988-89
and was subsequently decommissioned.
Maitri:

Maitri is India’s second permanent research
station in Antarctica. It was built and finished
in 1989.
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Maitri is situated in the rocky mountainous
region called Schirmacher Oasis. India also
built a freshwater lake around Maitri known
as Lake Priyadarshini.

Bharti:

Bharti, India’s latest research station
operation since 2012. It has been
constructed to help researchers work in
safety despite the harsh weather.

It is India’s first committed research facility

and is located about 3000 km east of Maitri.
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