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IN BLUE FOR CHILDREN’S DAY

Rashtrapati Bhavan, North Block, South Block and Parliament House lit up in blue in Delhi on the eve of World Children'’s
Day, on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna
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World Children’s Day is observed every year on
November 20. This is a global celebration
dedicated to the welfare, rights, and future of
children.

The day is an opportunity to amplify children’s
voices and address issues they face, such as
educational inequality, child labour, and

inadequate access to healthcare.
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World Children's Day 2024: History

World Children’s Day was first established in
1954 as Universal Children's Day.

In 1959, the UN General Assembly adopted
the Declaration of the Rights of the Child on
November 20. It is also the date in 1989
when the UN General Assembly adopted the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Since 1990, World Children's Day also marks
the anniversary of the date that the United
Nations General Assembly adopted both the

Declaration and the Convention on
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What is the theme for World Children's Day
20247
The theme for World Children's Day 2024 is

“Listen to the Future.”
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Putin plans first trip to —
India since Ukraine war,
Kremlin finalising dates

DIVYAA BusimNEss As USUAL
By UNNY

NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 19

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin is set to visit India and the
dates for his trip are being fi-
nalised, Kremlin press secretary
Dmitry Peskov said Tuesday.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had invited Putin to visit
India when the two leaders held
summit-level talks in Moscow in
July this year. Modi had also vis-
ited Russia in October for the
BRICS Summit in Kazan.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Russian President Vladimir Putin is set to visit
India and the dates for his trip are being
finalised, Kremlin press secretary Dmitry Peskov.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had invited Putin
to visit India when the two leaders held
summit-level talks in Moscow in July this year.
Modi had also visited Russia in October for the
BRICS Summit in Kazan.

This will be Putin’s first visit to India in the wake
of the Russia-Ukraine war that started in
February 2022. The announcement comes days
after the election of US President Donald

Trump, who is also expected to visit India next
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2024 July - 22nd India-Russia Annual
Summit

2025 - 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit
Last week, Russia’s First Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov also visited India to
hold key discussions on bilateral and global

issues with the Indian leadership.
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What is BRICS?
About: First informally formed during a meeting of the
leaders of Brazil, Russia, India, and China (BRIC) on the
sidelines of the G8 (now G7) Outreach Summit in 2006,
BRICS represents the grouping of the world’s leading
emerging economies.

In 2010, South Africa joined the grouping to form what
is known as BRICS.

It now includes 9 countries - Brazil, China, Egypt,
Ethiopia, India, Iran, Russian Federation, South Africa
and UAE.

The inaugural BRIC summit was held in Yekaterinburg,
Russia, in 20009.

During the 6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014) the
leaders signed the Agreement establishing the New
Development Bank (NDB).
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In January, 2024, the alliance added four
new members — Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the
UAE.

Saudi Arabia is yet to formalise its BRICS
membership, however its foreign minister

attended the summit.

2300, 202468, E1¢ TPe0H 508 DaDO zSd)toea

brainbuzz
academy

8 T BOS® 95 DajsEesy WHSPOL0 BOLSED,

- éa&%, QOABPHOIP, QTR DOA3D UAE.

NS T DB O &8 DI PRBATT5S.




A Timeline of BRICS Formation

brainbuzz
Informal formation of BRIC in 5t. academy
Petersburg
v— 2009
Inaugural BRIC summit in
Yekaterinburg
2010 —v¢
South Africa joins to form BRICS
— 2014

6th BRICS Summit in Fortaleza

2023 —¢

15th BRICS Summit hosted by
South Africa

o— January 2024

Four new members added to
BRICS
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Significance:

As of August 2023, the BRICS contributes
40% of the world's population which
controls 26% of the global GDP.
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No.

Dates

-

Host country #

Host
leader

Location

“»

“»

Notes

1st

16 June 2009

mm Russia

Dmitry
Medvedev

Yekaterinburg (Sevastianov's House)

The summit was to discuss
the global recession taking
place at the time, future
cooperation among states,
and trade. Some of the
specific topics discussed were
food, trade, climate trade, and
security for the members.
They called out for a more
influential voice and
representation for up-and-
coming markets. Note at the
time South Africa was not yet
admitted to the BRICS

organization.[5%]
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4th

29 March 2012

== India

inbuzzacademy.com

Manmohan
Singh

New Delhi (Taj Mahal Hotel)

www.brainbuzzacademy.net

The BRICS Cable announced an
optical fibre submarine
communications cable system that
carries telecommunications
between the BRICS countries. The
fourth summit discussed how
the organization could
prosper from the global
recession and how they could
take advantage of that to help
their economies. BRICS had
the intention of improving their
global power and providing
adequate development for

their state.[6°]
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16TH BRICS SUMMIT L

22-24 October, 2024 brainbuzz

Event type: Meeting of State Leaders acodemy

Where: Kazan
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BRICS

Named after

Formation

Founded at

Type

Purpose

Fields
Membership
Official languages

Funding

Formerly called

BRICS logo during the 2024 Russian chairmanship

Founder member states' initials (in English)

BRIC (economic term)

16 June 2009; 15 years ago

*Yekaterinburg, Russia
*(1st BRIC summit)

Intergovernmental organization

Political and economical

International Politics

Member states

English, Arabic, Amharic, Chinese, Russian, Hindi,

Persian, Portuguese

Member states
BRIC

Membership

Member states [hide]
Brazil

mmm Russia

— India

Bl China

B= South Africa

= lran

= EgYPt

=l Ethiopia

E= United Arab Emirates
Invited to hecome a member
state

B Saudi Arabia
"Partner State"['l?

B Algeria

Il Belarus

— Bolivia

B= Cuba

B |hdonesia

N Kazakhstan

EE= Malaysia

B N Nigeria

=== Thailand

Turkey

== Uganda

— Uzbekistan

Vietnam


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/16th_BRICS_summit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRIC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yekaterinburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_BRIC_summit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amharic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_(language)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_(language)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_(language)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_(language)

Development
Bank

New Development Bank

Abbreviation

Formation

Type

Legal status
Headquarters
Coordinates

Membership

Official language
President

Parent organization

NDB headquarters in Shanghai, China

Membership of the New Development Bank

NDB, or NDB BRICS

July 2014 (Treaty signed)
July 2015; 9 years ago (Treaty in force)

International financial institution

Treaty

Shanghai, China

Algeria
Bangladesh
Brazil
China

x‘sg
c e
0 1015
Q

South Africa
United Arab Emirates

Uruguay

English
Dilma Rousseff

BRICS
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_financial_institution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shanghai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algeria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangladesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dilma_Rousseff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRICS

Capital: Moscow

Currency: Russian Ruble

Continent: Europe, Asia

Government: Constitutional republic, Federal
republic, Semi-presidential system
President: Vladimir Putin

Prime minister: Mikhail Mishustin
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India and Italy to negotiate
defence industrial road map,
focus on maritime sector

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and Italy agreed to
negotiate a defence indus-
trial road map, and agree-
ment for the mutual pro-
tection and exchange of
classified information as al-
SO an agreement on coop-
eration in the maritime
and port sector. This was
stated in the Joint Strategic
Action Plan 2025-29, which
outlines their vision for the
next five years.

“Negotiate a defence in-
dustrial road map, bet-
ween the two Ministries of
Defence and promote a
Memorandum of Under-
standing between the So-
ciety of Indian Defence Ma-
nufacturers and the Italian
Industries Federation for
Aerospace, Defence and
Security,” the joint action
plan said. “Welcome inte-
ractions between respec-
tive Armed Forces in the
framework of Italy’s grow-
ing interest in the Indo-

ILJIY"

RASIL 202

The Joint Strategic Action Plan
2025-29 was released outlining
both countries’ vision. ani

Pacific Region, aimed at in-
creasing interoperability
and cooperation, including
negotiations of any useful
arrangement supporting
such interactions.”

On G-20 sidelines

The action plan was issued
after the meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Italian coun-
terpart Giorgia Meloni on
the sidelines of the G-20
summit on Monday in Bra-
zil. “Our talks centred

around deepening ties in
defence, security, trade
and technology. We also
talked about how to boost
cooperation in culture,
education and other such
areas,” Mr. Modi said on X
after the meeting.

They also agreed to ex-
plore avenues of enhanced
partnerships and dialogue
among public and private
stakeholders, focusing on
“technology collaboration,
co-production and co-de-
velopment of defence plat-
forms and equipment”.

In the last few years,
there has been an increase
in military-to-military visits
between the two coun-
tries’ armed forces. In a
historic maritime engage-
ment, the navies of India
and Italy carried out their
maiden exercise by Carrier
Strike Groups (CSG) off the
Goa coast. The sea phase
was led by INS Vikramadi-
tya and ITS Cavour along
with INS Visakhapatnam
and ITS Alpino.
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India and Italy will enhance collaboration on
maritime infrastructure for the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEEC) and
negotiate a defence industrial roadmap under a
new Joint Strategic Action Plan for 2025-29.
The action plan was unveiled following a
meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Italian counterpart, Giorgia Meloni, on
the margins of the G20 Summit in Rio de
Janeiro. The action plan focuses on joint
initiatives in key areas such as connectivity,
defence, trade, new and emerging technologies,

and clean energy.
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Italy:

Capital: Rome

President: Sergio Mattarella
Prime Minister: Giorgia Meloni

Currency: Euro (€)b (EUR)
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Gabon Approves New Constitution in Historic L

brainbuzz
academy

Referendum
ToOEY Yesop@ech DEYnSS el 59 TR0l

SATRDODOD




Gabon held a landmark referendum, where
91% of voters approved a new constitution,
marking a significant political shift in the
country. The constitution aims to end 55
years of dynastic rule and reintroduce a
democratic civilian government. The ruling
military junta, which took power in August
2023 through a coup, orchestrated the
referendum, signaling a new era of

governance.
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Key Constitutional Changes:

— Presidential Term Limits: Two terms of
seven years each.

— Abolition of the Prime Minister’s Role.

— No Dynastic Succession: Excludes family-
based succession.

— Eligibility: Presidential candidates must
have a Gabonese parent and spouse,

disqualifying Ali Bongo.
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Gabon:

A country on the Atlantic coast of Central
Africa.

Capital: Libreville

Transitional President and CTRI Chairman:
Brice Oligui Nguema

Currency: Central African CFA franc (XAF)
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Sri Lanka’s Dissanayake to
visit India mid-December

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s President Anu-
ra Kumara Dissanayake,
who assumed office in Sep-
tember, will undertake his
first state visit abroad to In-
dia mid-December, Fo-
reign Minister Vijitha Her-
ath has said.

Mr. Herath made the re-
mark to local media on
Monday, soon after Presi-
dent Dissanayake installed
Sri Lanka’s new Cabinet
following his party’s big
win in the November 14
general elections. A date is
yet to be fixed for the visit.
Colombo and New Delhi
are in the process of work-
ing out a mutually conve-
nient schedule, sources
said.

External Affairs Minister

Anura Kumara Dissanayake

S. Jaishankar visited Sri
Lanka early in October and
extended Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s invitation
to the President. Mr. Dissa-
nayake’s interim govern-
ment reportedly conveyed
that high-level visits would
be considered after the
conclusion of the parlia-
mentary polls. The ruling
National People’s Power
has won a historic man-

date, securing more than a
two-thirds majority.
Meanwhile, the Chinese
Ambassador to Sri Lanka
has undertaken a visit to
Jaffna on Tuesday. Res-
ponding to a question from
local media on President
Dissanayake’s visit to India,
Ambassador Qi Zhenhong
said he saw Mr. Herath’s
media remark about it.
“We are very glad to see
this development because
India and Sri Lanka are
close neighbours. When
the two countries enhance
their relationship and pro-
mote their economic coop-
eration, they can deliver
benefits to two peoples,”
he told reporters at the Jaff-
na Press Club. China, too,
has invited Mr. Dissa-
nayake to Beijing at his
convenience, he said.






PM’s moral duty
to help Delhi: Rai

AAP Minister hits out at Centre for

sitting on cloud seeding request

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 18

CALLING CLOUD seeding to pro-
duce artificial rain a “viable” op-
tion, Environment Minister Gopal
Rai said it was the “moral respon-
sibility” of the Prime Minister to
intervene and help Delhi.

Rai, at a press conference
Tuesday, said he had written to
Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav four times,
seeking clearance for cloud seed-
ing to combat Delhi's pollution
crisis. Rai wrote to Yadav again
Tuesday. “This is amedical emer-
gency. The Centre must work with
us to address this crisis and pro-
vide relief to residents of Delhi and
North India. If no alternative solu-
tions are available, the Centre
must prioritise artificial rain. [ ap-
peal to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to intervene and expedite
the clearance needed for cloud
seeding... This is not just about
Delhi; it is about the health and

Gopal Rai. Archive

WHATISCLOUD
SEEDING?

M Clouds are usually
injected with salts like
silver iodide, pota-
ssium iodide, sodium
chloride

M Salts are expected to
provide additional
nuclei around which
more cloud droplets
canform

M They are dispersed
into the cloud either
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CLOUD SEEDING
5085 580f

Cloud seeding

Traditional method of rainmaking, in use since the 1940s
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WHAT IS CLOUD SEEDING?

Clouds are usually injected with salts like silver
iodide, potassium iodide, sodium chloride

Salts are expected to provide additional nuclei
around which more cloud droplets can form
They are dispersed into the cloud either using
aircraft or generators on the ground

Seeding accelerates cloud microphysical
processes.

Large droplets that can reach the surface of the

earth and not evaporate on the way are needed
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Odisha Wins Maiden Gold in 14th Senior National Hock
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Odisha emerged victorious in a spectacular
fashion at the 14th Hockey India Senior
National Championship, defeating two-time
champion Haryana 5-1 in the final held at
the SDAT-Mayor Radhakrishnan Stadium,
Chennai. This historic win marked Odisha’s
maiden gold medal in the tournament, with
Shilanand Lakra stealing the show with an

incredible hat-trick.
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