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JANJATIYA DIVAS

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
and others celebrate Janjatiya Gaurav Divas, at Parliament House on Friday. ANI
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National Press Day: 16th November btbn
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NATIONAL PRESS DAY IN INDIA 2024




November 16 marks National Press Day in India,
a day dedicated to honouring the role of a free
and responsible press in the country. It's a
reminder of the Press Council of India’s
commitment to ensuring that journalism
remains unbiased and independent, free from
external pressures.

The Press Council of India, established on this
day in 1966, is unique in its ability to monitor
even the state’s involvement in media affairs. As
we commemorate this day, we must also
recognise the challenges faced by modern

journalists and the evolving role of technology
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in reshaping the press landscape.
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This year, National Press Day will be
celebrated on 16th November 2024 at the
National Media Centre in New Delhi, starting
at 4:00 PM. The theme for this year's event is
"Changing Nature of the Press", reflecting
the evolving dynamics of the media

landscape.
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Article 19(1)(a):

Freedom of the Press is nowhere mentioned
in the Constitution. However, Freedom of
press or media refers to the rights given by
the Constitution of India under the freedom

and expression of speech in Article 19(1)(a).
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The International Day for Tolerance, observed
annually on November 16, is a day designated
by the United Nations to promote
understanding, respect, and appreciation for
diversity amongst cultures and people. It aims
to encourage dialogue, acceptance of
differences, and recognition of the shared
humanity that binds us all.

History of International Day for Tolerance:
The International Day for Tolerance was
established by the United Nations General
Assembly in 1995 to mark the 50th anniversary
of UNESCO.
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The theme for International Day of Tolerance is
'Promoting Respect and Understanding
Worldwide.’
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brainbuzz

academy

BOST 18 988008 IReIE Hido HeorodDd B
od




Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the
first-ever Bodoland Mohotsov on 15th
November at 6:30 PM at the SAIl Indira Gandhi
Sports Complex in New Delhi. The two-day
festival, which will be held on 15th and 16th
November, will celebrate the rich culture and

heritage of the Bodoland region.

HH08 1535 JPaDoGo B6:30 (080K eGSR ‘o’i_o

20008 D85 ) S0RES® SDFOT P& obrainbuzz
academy

B0PE8D HIPR DT0E e FPB0I0TPR. HH02E

15 S0005w 16 BHEP 8078 Bok Bere &8O

&3erol oSO NG, HP) VOB DTN

TPOVER), 8380 Z00ENOR.




Event: Inauguration of the 1st Bodoland
Mohotsov by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Date: 15th November

Venue: SAl Indira Gandhi Sports Complex, New
Delhi.

Duration: Two-day event on 15th and 16th
November.

Theme: “Peace and Harmony for Prosperous
Bharat”.
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Bodo Tribe:

Bodo is the largest community among
Scheduled Tribes in Assam. They are a part of
Bodo-Kachari that constitute up to 6% of
Assam's population. Earlier, these tribes were
segregated from other parts of India, leading to
a poor economy and high illiteracy within the

tribe.
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Sri Lanka polls: President
Anura’s coalition wins big

NPP wins 159 seats in 225-member House, securing over two-thirds majority; it also registers wins
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in regions that are home to Tamils and Muslims; Rajapaksas’ party reduced to just three seats

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

resident Anura
P Kumara Dissa-
nayake’s ruling al-

liance secured a landslide
win in Sri Lanka’s Novem-
ber 14 general elections,
shattering records of
strong governments of the
past and making history in
the island’s ethnic minori-
ties-dominated north, east,
and hill country.

The National People’s
Power (NPP) won a total of
159 seats in the 225-mem-
ber House, securing over
two-thirds majority, official
results declared on Friday
showed. The Opposition
Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB or United People’s
Force) followed, with just
40 seats. The formerly po-
werful Rajapaksas’ party,
Sri Lanka Podujana Pera-

o . d
5 "
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—

Confident stride: President Anura Kumara Dissanayake walking

out after casting his vote in the election on Thursday. REUTERS

muna, was nearly wiped
out, with its presence in
the legislature shrinking to
three seats from the 145 it
won in the 2020 general
elections. The election out-
come gives President Dis-
sanayake ample power in
the legislature to take for-
ward his pledges on politi-
cal and economic reform.

Compared to the Sep-
tember presidential elec-
tion, the NPP’s vote share
rose considerably across
the island in the parlia-
mentary polls, but its espe-
cially remarkable mandate
in the north and east that
are home to Tamils and
Muslims drew attention.

In Jaffna, the NPP won

three out of six seats, be-
coming the first main-
stream party from the
south to topple prominent
northern Tamil parties, in-
cluding the Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Katchi (ITAK). The
results in this region over-
turn the image of the NPP’s
chief constituent Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna [JVP
or People’s Liberation
Front] as an “anti-Tamil
rights” party, based on the
JVP’s fierce opposition in
the 1980s to Tamils’ self-
rule and the merger of the
north and east.

“It [Jaffna] is the crown
of this victory,” prominent
JVP member and former
MP Bimal Rathnayake told
The Hindu.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 8

CHANCE TO CHANGE HISTORY
» PAGE 12



Sri Lanka’s ruling NPP registers landslide victory LV
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Confident stride: President Anura Kumara Dissanayake walking
out after casting his vote in the election on Thursday. REUTERS
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Sri Lanka's ruling National People's Power
has secured a landslide victory as it secured
a two-thirds majority in the Parliament. The
leftist coalition won 159 seats in the 225-
member house. The main opposition Samagi
Jana Balawegaya led by Sajith Premadasa
came a distant second securing 40 seats,
while llankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi secured 8
seats. The New Democratic Front aligned
with former President Ranil Wickremasinghe
had a big setback as it could win only five

seats.
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Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka:

Capital: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte
(legislative)

Colombo (executive and judicial)
Government: Unitary semi-presidential
republic

President: Anura Kumara Dissanayake
Prime Minister: Harini Amarasuriya

Currency: Sri Lankan rupee (Rs) (LKR)
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Xi Jinping, Joe Biden attend APEC
summit ahead of bilateral meeting

REUTERS
N

U.S. President Joe Biden and Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping will
attend the first day of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
grouping in Peru ahead of a face-to-face meeting between the two
leaders that will be held under a cloud of diplomatic uncertainty
cast by Donald Trump's election victory in the U.S. elections. AFP
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Xi Jinping, Joe Biden attend APEC summit ahead of bilatLl
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Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
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The APEC Peru 2024 will be the annual meeting
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum
of its leaders that will be held from 15 to 16
November 2024. It will be the third time Peru
has hosted the summit, having previously
hosted in 2016 and 2008.

In 2021, Oscar Maurtua, the minister of foreign
affairs of Peru, announced the organization of
the 2024 APEC summit. On February 10, 2022,
the prime minister of Thailand, Prayut Chan-o-
cha, in his capacity as current president of
APEC, announced the United States as host of
the 2023 meeting and Peru for 2024.
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For over thirty years, the APEC CEO Summit
has been the premier business event in the
Asia Pacific. In 2024, it will be held in Lima,
Peru from November 13th to 15th, bringing
together over 1,000 C-level executives,
thought leaders and government
representatives. This year's theme, "People,
Business, Prosperity," will focus on innovative
approaches for the region's most critical

challenges.

003y HODBO V0P, APEC CEO 085 eshoase 2R &
QT°D TgErS SPEEI0TP €00, 202468, B8 HH@IRouzz
academy
13 2008 15 HBK DEFPSD DHPS QBRI 00EIBI0D,
1,000 5008 B-B8S IBEPHD, @S dT D)
20005 DDy DOV &S BT°Bd. B8 DODSS0
H, "Hasen, FgErs0, FoKY, FP0B0 G, @SS

8PS Dy 5500 DI DT O B3 DEEOR.




APEC

o - e PERU
- 2024
APEC 2024 Peru

Host country Peru

Date 15-16 November 2024
(Economic Leaders' Meeting)

Venue(s) Lima (Economic Leaders'
Week)
Arequipa
Pucallpa
Trujillo
Urubamba

L
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arequipa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pucallpa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trujillo_(Peru)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urubamba,_Peru

Republic of Peru:

Capital and largest city: Lima
Government: Unitary semi-presidential
republic

President: Dina Boluarte

Prime Minister: Gustavo Adrianzén

Currency: Peruvian sol (PEN)
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Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation?
About:

The APEC is a regional economic forum
established in 1989 to leverage the growing
interdependence of the Asia-Pacific.

APEC aims to create greater prosperity for
the people of the region by promoting
balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative
and secure growth and by accelerating
regional economic integration.

The APEC process is supported by a

permanent secretariat based in Singapore.
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Members:

Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong
Kong, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore,
Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Vietham and the
United States.

India currently has the 'observer' status.
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India- APEC:

India wanted to join APEC in 1991, it was the
same year when liberalisation was
introduced in the Indian economy which
opened up its economy and trade more with

other countries.
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Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

Headquarters
Type
Membership

Leaders

» Chairperson
» Executive Directors

Establishment

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Member economies of APEC

Singapore
Economic meeting

show?21 economies

Pres. Dina Boluarte

Rebecca Fatima Santa Maria
1989


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dina_Boluarte

Organization

1. Asian Development
Bank

2. Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

3. Association of
SouthEast Asian
Nations

Location of
Headquarters

Tokyo

Singapore

Bangkok

Consider the following pairs: (2009)

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only
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2. Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
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SouthEast Asian
Nations
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Headquarters
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Q) India is a member of which among the
following? (2015)

1. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

2. Association of South-East Asian Nations
3. East Asia Summit

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1,2 and 3

(d) India is a member of none of them
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Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1,2 and 3

(d) India is a member of none of them
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Economyinasweet spot, to
grow 7.2%in2024:Moody's
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Sees RBI sticking to tight monetary policy stance going into 2025

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 15

AMID CONCERNS about urban
demand moderation and many
high-frequency indicators sig-
nalling a slowdown, Moody's
Ratings on Friday retained its 7.2%
economic growth projection for
India for calendar year 2024, cit-
ing likely improvementin house-
hold consumption, a sustained
pick-up in rural demand, rising
capacity utilisation, and the gov-
ernment's continued thrust on
infrastructure spending.

“Indeed, from a macroeco-
nomic perspective, the Indian
economy is ina sweet spot, with
the mix of solid growth and
moderating inflation. We fore-
cast a 7.2% growth for calendar
year 2024, followed by 6.6% in
2025 and 6.5%in 2026,” Moody's
said in its Global Macro Outlook
on Friday. The Indian economy
had grown by 7.7% in 2023.

Despite a near-term uptick,
inflation should moderate to-
wards the Reserve Bankof India's
(RBI) target in the coming months
as food prices ease amid higher
sowing and adequate foodgrain
buffer stocks, the agency said.
Potential risks to inflation from
heightened geopolitical tensions
and extreme weather events un-
derscore the RBI's cautious ap-
proach to policy easing.

In October, the RBIstuck to its
forecast that the Indian economy
willexpand 7.2% inthe fiscalend-
ing March 2025 despite recent
evidence showing activity start-
ing to taper off. The RBI's outlook
is far more optimistic than the
6.5-7% growth projected by the
finance ministry economists.

India's rural demand contin-
ues to improve, but urban de-
mand appears to be moderating
due to softening consumer sen-
timent, the ministry said in the
September monthly economic
review. India's GDP growth rate

for the January-March quarter of
2024 came in at a solid 7.8% and
at6.7% in Q2, driven by a revival
in household consumption, ro-
bust investment and strong
manufacturing activity.

“High-frequency indicators
including expanding manufac-
turing and services PMIls, robust
credit growth and consumer op-
timism-signal steady economic
momentuminQ3,” Moody's said.

Household consumption is
poised to grow, fuelled by in-
creased spending during the on-
going festive season and a sus-
tained pick-up in rural demand
onthe back of an improved agri-
cultural outlook, it said.
Additionally, rising capacity util-
isation, upbeat business senti-
ment, and the government's
continued thrust on infrastruc-
ture spending should support
private investment.

Sound economic fundamen-
tals, including healthy corporate
and bank balance sheets, a

stronger external position and
ample foreign exchange reserves
also bode well for the growth
outlook, according to Moody's.
Sporadicfood price pressures
continue to inject volatility in the
disinflation trajectory. Headline
inflation breached the upper
bound of the RBI's 4% (+/-2%) tol-
erance band for the first time in
more than a year in October, ac-
celerating to 6.2% amid a sharp
jump in vegetable prices.
Despite the near-term uptick,
inflation should moderate to-
ward the RBI's targetin the com-
ing months as food prices ease
amid higher sowing and ade-
quate food grain buffer stocks.
Although the central bank
shifted its monetary policy
stance to neutral while keeping
the repo rate steady at 6.5% in
October, it will likely retain rela-
tively tight monetary policy set-
tings into the next year, given the
fairly healthy growth dynamics
and inflation risks, it added. FE
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Indian economy is in a sweet spot, with a
mix of solid growth and moderating
inflation, Moody's Ratings said, forecasting a
7.2 per cent GDP growth in the 2024
calendar year and 6.6 per cent in the next.
"Indeed, from a macroeconomic perspective,
the Indian economy is in a sweet spot, with
the mix of solid growth and moderating
inflation. We forecast 7.2 per cent growth for
calendar year 2024, followed by 6.6 per cent
in 2025 and 6.5 per cent in 2026," it said.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das has said that
India’s growth story remains intact as its
fundamental drivers — consumption and
investment demand — are gaining
momentum.

In the RBI's monthly bulletin, Mr. Das said
that India is likely to see real GDP growth at
7.2 per cent for the Financial Year 2024-25.
According to the RBI document, the CPI
inflation for 2024-25 is projected at 4.5 per

cent.
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According to the Economic Survey, India's @03 3 Hs°B0, 2024-25 03 D0DBBONS S EdS
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and 7% in the fiscal year 2024-25. BOBT® JOVBOR.
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8.2% in the previous fiscal year. GDP 8.2% 20808.
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Moody's Ratings

Formerly Moody's Investors Service (1914
2024)

Company type Subsidiary

Industry Bond credit ratings

Predecessor Moody's Analyses Publishing
Company

Founded 1909; 115 years ago

Headquarters 7 World Trade Center

New York City, U.S.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subsidiary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7_World_Trade_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City

Q) What GDP growth forecast did Moody's
make for India in 20247

A) 6.5%

B) 7.2%

C) 6.0%

D) 8.0%
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ANDHRA PRADESH

ANDHRA PRADESH
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Andhra Pradesh Govt signs 8 MoUs with IIT Madras tcL
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launch transformative initiatives across various sectors”

DB Borpess HoBEmEE St Eknk: SB0RoIHOS

80808 S Hehdo IIT Lozpoe8 8 wdmEnd a.f,o0med Hodio
DD

wNE N SO e R,
NF S K b
¥ "' w, RN Ak B

I- _"_ 2 i Q\\‘F: ,' R S 1.

TR R VWY

&L Q&n@@o@Lu FI08 -
‘IT?‘ﬁu W]C’l Al TR

Indian In.s.n*t ¢ Technolagy Wa

IR
ST R

T 5y o o om ol o ans
rZacagaemy



These include setting up an international deep-
tech innovation hub in Amaravati, scaling up
digital skilling platforms like SWAYAM+ and
lITM Pravartak, and launching mentorship
programs for students and teachers.

Plans are also in place to develop Kuppam and
Puttaparthi as logistics hubs and enhance
Visakhapatnam'’s role as a global internet
gateway. Other initiatives focus on maritime
research, smart sports infrastructure in
Amaravati, and integrating Artificial Intelligence
and data science into Real-Time Governance

Society (RTGS) operations. These efforts aim to
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boost development and innovation in the state.
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Bali Jatra begins in Odisha to celebrate ancient sea-tradilgy
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Asia’s largest open-air trade fair, Bali Jatra, starts
to celebrate Odisha’s ancient sea-trading
history. This year’s fair opens on the full moon
day of Kartika and will run until 22nd
November.

Bali Jatra, meaning “Journey to Bali,” honours
Odisha’s old tradition of traders sailing to
distant lands in boats called Boitas from the
Mahanadi River during Kartika Purnima.

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi will officially

open the festival.
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