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On a momentous occasion, members of the
Shompen tribe, one of India’s Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs), exercised
their democratic right for the first time by
casting votes in the Andaman and Nicobar
Lok Sabha constituency elections. This
significant event marks a milestone for the
indigenous community residing in the dense
tropical rainforests of the Great Nicobar

island.
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General Election 2024: full schedule

General Elections 2024
543 Constituencies | 28 States & 8 UTs

Counting on June 4

@ Phase 1: April 19
© Phase 2: April 26
@ Phase 3: May 7
¢ Phase 4: May 13
@ Phase 5: May 20
@ Phase 6: May 25
@ Phase 7: June 1
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Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar on
March 16 announced the schedule for the
upcoming 18th Lok Sabha elections, and for
the Assembly seats in Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim.

Mr. Kumar announced the schedule in New
Delhi for 543 Lok Sabha seats.

The by-elections are also being held in the
States of Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and

Tripura.
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The counting of votes will be on June 4,
2024 The tenure of the 17th Lok Sabha is
scheduled to end on June 16, 2024.
However, the counting of votes for
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim Assembly
elections alone will be held on June 2, 2024
since the tenure of these Assemblies are

expiring on the same day.
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Assembly Elections 2024 Schedule
Arunachal & Sikkim results on June 2 | Andhra Pradesh and Odisha results on June 4

State

Arunchal

Pradesh
Sikkim

Andhra
Pradesh

Odisha |
Phase 1

Odisha |
Phase 2

Odisha |
Phase 3

Odisha |
Phase 4

No. of

Constituencies

60

32

175

28

35

42

Issue of
notification

March 20

March 20

April 18

April 18

April 26

April 29

May 7

Last date of Scrutiny of
nomination nominations

March 27

March 27

April 25

April 25

May 3

May 6

May 14

)

March 28

March 28

April 26

April 26

May 4

May 7

May 15
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Withdrawal
of
candidature

March 30

March 30

April 29

April 29

May 6

May 9

May 17

Polling
Date

April 19

April 19

May 13

May 13

May 20

May 25
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Single Poll Date - 22 (Arunachal Pradesh,
A&N island, Andhra Pradesh, Chandigarh,
DDN&H, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana, Kerala, Lakshadweep,
Ladakh, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Puducherry, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Punjab,
Telangana, Uttarakhand)
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Two Poll Dates 4 - (Karnataka, Rajasthan,
Tripura, Manipur)

Three Poll dates 2 - (Chhattisgarh, Assam)
Four Poll Dates 3 - (Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand)

Five Poll dates 2 - (Maharashtra, Jammu &
Kashmir)

Seven Poll Dates 3 - (Uttar Pradesh, Bihar &
West Bengal)

Date of counting: June 4, 2024
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Election Commission of India (ECI):
Formed: 25 January 1950 (Jan 25: National
Voters Day)

Jurisdiction: Ministry of Law and Justice,
Government of India

Headquarters: Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka
Road, New Delhi

Chief Election Commissioner of India: Rajiv
Kumar

Election Commissioner of India: Gyanesh
Kumar, Retd.l.A.S., Sukhbir Singh Sandhu,
Retd.LA.S.
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By which Constitutional Amendment Act, the voting age of Indian citizens L’
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1. Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1989
2. Constitution (Sixty-second Amendment) Act, 1989
3. Constitution (Sixty-fourth Amendment) Act, 1990

4. Constitution (Sixty-third Amendment) Act, 1989
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Option 1 : Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1989 L
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e By Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1989 Constitutional Amendment
Act, the voting age of Indian citizens has been reduced from 21 years to 18
years.

o The 61st Amendment of the Constitution of India, officially known as The
Constitution (Sixty-first Amendment) Act, 1988, lowered the voting age of
elections to the Lok Sabha and to the Legislative Assemblies of States from 21
years to 18 years.

o This was done by amending Article 326 of the Constitution, which

concerns to elections to the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies.

o The Indian constitution adopts the Universal adult franchise as a basis of
elections to the Lok Sabha and State legislative assemblies.

o Every citizen who is or above 18 years of age has a right to vote without any
discrimination of caste, race, religion, sex, literacy, etc.

o The voting age was reduced from 21 to 18 by the Parliament in the year 1989 by
the 61st Constitutional Amendment Act of 1988.
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UN OCEAN DECADE
CONFERENCE

Delivering the science we need
for the ocean we want

10-12 April 2024

Barcelona, Spain
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India, led by Earth Sciences Secretary M.
Ravichandran, advocated for the
establishment of a region-specific ocean

observation center during the 2024 Ocean

Decade Conference held in Barcelona, Spain.

The conference, organized by the Spanish
government and UNESCO's
Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission, aimed to assess progress
toward the goals of the United Nations
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development (2021-2030) and foster

collaboration among stakeholders.
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Date and Location: The conference took place 88 Hovasw o0: B8 DIPIB0 QS 10 oo 12, %}

in Barcelona, Spain, from April 10 to 12, 2024. 355 ?\bwges‘égo ey FBrd 2od00. broinibuzz
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United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development

Initiative Launch: Launched by the United
Nations in January 2021.

Aim: Provide a framework for global
stakeholders to engage and collaborate in
building science-informed policies.

Challenges: Ten challenges outlined, including
understanding marine pollution, protecting
biodiversity, and developing a sustainable ocean

economy.
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Mayako Pahichan Nepal, in collaboration
with the Nepal Tourism Board, orchestrated
the groundbreaking first International
Rainbow Tourism Conference. This one-day
event marks a significant leap forward in
fostering diversity and inclusivity within
Nepal’s tourism industry, positioning the
country as a welcoming destination for the

sexual minority community in South Asia.
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AWARDS & HONOURS

Padma Bhushan

Ashok Chakra
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Ratan Tata Receives Prestigious KISS Humamtaan z

Award 2021
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Renowned industrialist and philanthropist D5 FOFLEIS O HOBDED BSS trér, e

Ratan Tata, Chairman Emeritus of the Tata 70 DDOOR PG, @SB X008 DTV 230ABrainbuzz
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Mohammed Salem’s Award-Winning Photograph L
World Press Photo 2024
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Mohammed Salem is a Palestinian
photographer who works for the news
agency Reuters. In 2024, he won a very
important award called the World Press

Photo of the Year award.
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In a remarkable achievement, World No. 6 Casper
Ruud of Norway defeated Stefanos Tsitsipas of
Greece, clinching the ATP Barcelona Open 500
singles title. The final scoreline of 7-5, 6-3 marked
a significant milestone for Ruud, as he secured the
biggest trophy of his professional career.

This victory held special significance for the
Norwegian, as it allowed him to avenge his recent
defeat against Tsitsipas in the Monte Carlo Open
final. Prior to Barcelona, Ruud had already claimed
10 titles at the ATP 250 level, but this was his first
triumph at a prestigious 500-ranked tournament,
where the winner earns a substantial 500 ranking

points.
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Argentine Duo Shines in Doubles:

The doubles event at the Barcelona Open
witnessed the Argentine pair of Maximo
Gonzalez and Andres Molteni emerging
victorious. They defeated the duo of Hugo
Nys (Monaco) and Jan Zielinski (Poland) in
the final, securing their second season title

together.
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Elena Rybakina’s Dominance in Stuttgart:

On the women'’s tour, Elena Rybakina of
Kazakhstan established her dominance by
defeating Marta Kostyuk of Ukraine in
straight sets, 6-2, 6-2, to claim the singles
title at the WTA Stuttgart Open. This marked
Rybakina’s third title of the year, following
her triumphs at the Brisbane International
and the Abu Dhabi Open.

Rybakina’s path to the Stuttgart title was
made even more impressive by her semifinal
victory over World No. 1 Iga Swiatek,

showcasing her ability to compete at the
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Doubles Delight in Stuttgart: DEES ane) &BE: |
In the doubles event at the Stuttgart Open, loue] £,0068 5ene)) B8R0E N wr0 I8N -DOO brainbuzz
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(Norway) and Ingrid Neel (American-Estonia)

to claim the title.




Gukesh Etches Name in Chess History as Younggmsgn Z
Challenger
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In a remarkable achievement, Indian chess
prodigy Dommaraju Gukesh, aged just 17, has
made history by winning the FIDE Candidates
tournament, becoming the youngest-ever
challenger in the history of the World Chess
Championship. Not only that, but Gukesh is also
the first teenager to win the prestigious

tournament.
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